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The campaign of 1918 opens with ccr-l 3 1 _ R
ain very clearly marked nroblems in all \s o = T A o
ainds, By reason of the Russian collapse 2 i N ‘?
g the Italian disaster, the Germans . ,.J st
have regained the offensive, the initiative. P . ’_h,-..o“
Theirs is now the opportunity and the , Senun ;
pwer 10 strike. TFor their enemies the . .s:’ ' G ; o s
sddle is now : Where will the next German ll ,J s’ E R M ACEat Y\
yow £al17 In the West, in Salonica, in | Lt ‘g )
45ia? In addition, there is the problem of i -, L

4e Ttalian campaign, which is still pmh!
seding.  Will the Germans and their Aus- Il
iian allies, who are doing most of the |
work, be able o press their advantage to |
o extent of compelling the Italians, now |
supported by the French and the Brit.ish,! ¢
1 fall back to the line of the Adige, sur- |
rendering Venice. Vicenza and Padua? |
[t is perhaps worth while at the outset

1 examine for a moment the conditions

wt of which the present German advan-

fage has grown. At the outset of the last
ampaign, that of 1917, the German situa- '
tion was, on the surlace, almost desperate. |
Russia, France, Britain and laly, with
their minor allies, possessed a combined

{orce vastly in excess of the troops of Ger- |
many and Austria, The Central Powers
vere cutrimbered on every front, and, by |
swntzast with their condition in the pre-
Juus vear, they no longer possessed a
rutegie reserve like that used against
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Germany Hard Pressed i
Leginning in Junz, July and Axagl:lat,ir ;
when French and British troops atll
Sommé, [talian troops aleng the Isonzo |
| Res<lun iroops in Galicia had devel-|
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|ble. The Italians will naturally hold it as
|long as possible, to gain time to prepare
| the line of the Adize, but the line of the
;P‘ln.ve, in the judgment of military men, is
no longer permanently tenable, in the face
of recent Austro-German gains on the
Asiago Plateau.
This means that Venice will fall. It
| means that a new strain may be put upon
Allied resources in men if Italy calls for -
further reinforcements. Add to this a
‘auccessfnl offensive in the spring against
| Salonica, and what will the result be? Will
|the Allies then send still more troops from
ithe West to save the Balkans? If they
do, 80 much the better opening for a Ger-
man offensive in the West, so much
greater the strain upon Allied transport
Iand by so much more the domestic prob-
|lems of food and power in the Allied
écountries are complicated. Exactly the
same circumstances are in the picture
|if the Salomica blow is preceded by a win-
| ter campaign against Bagdad.
Allies Must Wait

If the Germans can wait six months, if
itheir economic, political and industrial
condition enables the high command to
pursue a strategy purely concerned with
military considerations, then it seems to
me they are bound te make their first cam-
| paigns in Macedonia and in Asia, with an
intensification of pressure upon Italy, if
{ they do not push her behind the Adige be-
fore the spring campaign opens.

' Thereafter, if the Allies should yield 1o
the obvious temptation and French and
i'Bﬂﬂdt‘-.#bDﬁS are sent to Ialy and to
! Salonica, if British troops are withdrawn

tric ; . AT > Jlfrom Flanders for Egypt and Palestine,
wirdinated offensive, the Germans had W \ then the Germans can launch their great
teai compelled to accept the defensive, and | - '\'/ Y Western offensive. Meantime they can
e all fronts they had lest ground, pris- | S ~ : threaten this great blow, using it as &
oners and advantages, which were not to | ek : political rather than a military weapon
be concealed or counterbalanced by the| i JCALE or MILES ol ~ Dolding: it A i WP"“'
sutcessful  offensive made against Rau-! i {1 f""' 220 @ PAGHEAD ) & ONES RIS e O A
esst : ZaInst \ 50 100 200 A /| - Ny . ern foes and thus possibly contributing to
menia just as the campaign closed, an of- 3 { f £ / the discussion of peace
imsive which was actually successful be- A o 5 ! \ ' If the Allies hold fast to the West and
tause Rumania was sold out by the Rus- | '. e V///) / \ { take thetr 16868 i tho East. Oa
gan ruling faction, betrayed, and thus | 3 -\b;;':::\/—/ ® JLRUSALEM g ~rpra i l R T i s
R | \ w A L 2 \ : having launched no Western offensive, can
ned to des - ) 5 Sy EES e §
Germany had found herself hard pressed : \_ L l :E}irliiieal‘;fatﬁza;?nl:zrni%g::taﬂ:): ;;ii:::
i througl the latier half of 1916, and her | \ Y ! she mg have attained aergha s at Sal
inemies might reasonably hlavc: expected at | '\ s - ; . 5 | ica pgrha.ps at Ba ‘dzd 1]rolmb] milr-l
this time last year that with the renewal | e T R 1 P 0 L | o E cC Y P T o suez o\ 7 . "No;‘them Teale: a8 af' un;EL;l*jts £ o
of & concentric attack in 1917 Germany : e i D that she is ]ny\:'incjhleg And in 031{)1-:}:{2
fould be forced to shotten her lines East A—West front. B—Iltalian front. C—WMlacedonian front, D— Asiatic front. | time the Allies will hardly be in a posi-
nd West, or court the disaster which came tion to make a 1 eat offensive i
to Lee when he endeavored to hold a front - = | ; T ] the West becau;;e:h: IE':;ited ‘«'*at;z; E:v;l[-l‘
loo cxtended for his tumbers in the last| with the corps sent under Plumer to Ttaly, ! the war, which is no longer merely a prob- | which would lead them to believe that think the majority of Allied military erit- | situation in the West, thus modified, war- 2

tays of the Confederacy. ended in a bitter disappointment and a

lem of military factors.

The concentric attack was resumed, but
ifter a preliminary round of Allied suc-
tesses, French and British on the West
front, Ttalian on the Isonzo, and Russian
n Galicia, Russia suddenly collapsed, and
from that moment onward rapidly disap-
peared us a factor in the situation. With
the disappearance of Russia the Allies
lost their advantage in numbers. Con-|
teivably, they were still more numerous,
but they had no longer a decisive advan-
@ge. Moreover, since the Weatern front
bs only a limited extent, Germany at once|
Mquired 2 reserve to be used on this line |
W¥hen there was need, although she did not |

dashing of all British hopes. But where will she strike? This is the

As the New Year opens the Germans question which is filling the press of the
are able to put on the Western front sub-  world to-day. Will she strike in Asia
stantially as many troops as the British | Minor to regain Bagdad and Jerusalem,
and the French. I do not think that even | restore her dream of a Berlin-Byzantium-
Austrian aid will give the Germans any | Bagdad railway, regain her old sally-port
decisive advantage in the matter of pum- | against British Egypt and the Suez Canal |
bers, They are ahle to concentrate in the | which a Turkish Palestine supplied? Will|
West most of the puns hitherto used|she attack the heterogeneous forve neow
against the Russians, all those capt.ured!._defending Salonica and offering the sole,
from the Italians, and it is not impossible | European obstacle to the completion of
that some of the Russian artillery will | Mitteleuropa, walling off this vast Teu-
presently find its way to the German lines | tonic creation from the Aigean and from|
in the West., In this situation any Allied ! the natural outlet of the Central Empirs |

breaking down in morale, as were the Ital-
ian before the recent disaster; but, accept-
ing the possibility, it remains plain that
the great weight of chance is against such
a venture,

A Western offensive can come, it seems
to me, only if the German situation—I
mean economic, not military—is so des-
perate that the Germans feel that they

must risk everything on ene more bid for:

a quick decision. In that case they will

attack in the West, because nowhere clse | prize that has been sought ever since Bul-| (;ree0

can a decision be had. A complete victory
in Italy, even a victory which brought

offensive on a large scale becomes, if not
Mike and has not as yet made any large! impossible, altogether unlikely.
it upon il. To attack now would mean for the Allies

Mlied Failure in 1917 Tt '“'01.11(1 risk

exhaustion without commensurate promise
of victory. On the other hand, to wait, to
accept the defensive, is {o enable the
United States to bring up its forces, of
which no large portion can be effective in
1918, but perhaps a million will be ready
to take part in the campaign of 1919.
thould she o swith her new reserves ac-| Hence the Allies, since the submarine war-
ired through Russian defection? She | [are does not threaten them with famine
ftwted lo use a portion of them, a small | or defeat in the next sixteen months, are
actien, cortainly less than 100.000, in an l bound to accept the defensive and let Ger-
fﬁ'ikn!-i\'e ngainst Italy, whose Isonza at- many risk exhaustion by the attack.
AR Wi becoming dangerous to Austrian | ; .
?afm' The result was the Ttalian disas- WheremailliShe Stiikes
Fand the Joss by Italy of 250,000 pris- Now, as the situation stands to-day,
Mers, half of all her artillery and more Germany has the men and the material for
han half of all her military accumulation | an attack. But she cannot wait. No great
m!.lura;; and munitions. | new ally is getting ready behind her guns,
The Ttalian disaster completed the ruin|as we are preparing behind the French
?. Allied prospects which the Russian col-| and British armies. Her prospects next
:‘i;’& had begun, Italy now became a lia- | vear will certainly be worse than they are
| indu' and it was neceszary to send men now. But far and away be}/"?“d the mili-
Buns al once to save her. At the mo-| tary are the economic questions.
:Tt When the Germans were beginning | month the war continues the world is be-
5 l‘ansl‘er their troops from the Eastern : coming insensibly but unm1_st.1kably or-
m!il ¢ Western front the Allies were ganized industrially, economically, finan-
i, ged W detach two armies from the  cially against the German; the hostility to
. .m"“j front to serve in Italy. And with | Germany is spreading and the task _of re-
_*IH. action they lost all advantage of num- | gaining the old markets and estabhsh!ng
"800 the West. The recent British at- the old commercial relations is becoming
8t (lambrai, which might have re- more dificult.
; in one of the decisive Lattles of the | opportunity to strike, she has also Lhe ne-
4 Haig been able to support Bynglcessity of making prompt efforts to cloze

J

| ity of a supreme success.
The failure of the Allied offensive in|
M7 was assured the moment Russia|
IEWDPQG out, and Germany was henceforth |
4 position to level a new blow. She had |
Ut numbers on the line and behind it to |
"'f*l'»l’.' the security of the Western front|
tosolute, despite minor fluctuations. What|

huge losses, with relatively small possibil-i

| ltaly to make a separate peace, would not
be decisive so far as Britain, France and
| the United States are concerned. Much
less would a complete success at Salonica
or about Bagdad win the war, or even

‘ at the south?

Western Offensive Unlikely

Or will the Germans make ons more'
| colossal effort in the West? They failed
| at the Marne, they failed at the Yser and compel peace on terms which would leave
. about Ypres, they failed at Verdun; and Germany any substantial profit for her
{in these threc attempts they had all thea | reat cacrifices in men and treasure. Vie-
{advantages that numbers, prcparation,i tory in the war, if it is to come on the

' munitions could give them. Can they ol of battle, must come somewhere be-
| hope to succeed now? Is it worth the sae- | tween the North Sea and Switzerland, and
|rifica, recognizing that if they try and | If Germany feels that she must risk all on
fail they will come to the end of the year| ,no niore bid for a decision under condi-
facing victorious foes who are assured|{jong far less advantageous than on the
of a great strategie reserve in the follow- {other occasions she will attack in the
ing campaign, when the United States i3’ west and we shall see the greatest con-
|at last ready? flict of the war unfold within the next two
The Germans have announced their or three months.

| forthcoming attack is to be made in the N

|West. They have heralded it with brass Mioor Goal Probable

|bands and a blare of trumpels; but their| (jn the other hand, if Germany hopes
| attack upon Verdun, upon Russia in April. | timply to last the war out, if she hopes to
1915, upon Italy a few weeks ago, all win it as Frederick the Gresat won his most
these were surprises so far as German {erribla struggle, by wearing out his foes,
publicity was concerned. If Germany|gas Louis XIV saved his territory in the
{contemplated an attack in the West,| War of the Spanish Succession, she is

Fyery | Would she talk about it, giving her foes | most likely to seek to break the nerve of |

{due warning, the chance to make the last| her opponents by aiming at victories in
(preparation and search their own fronts | indecisive fields, which, despite the fact
| yet once more for some weak point? |that they are minor, will impress the
| 1t seems to me, and this is the conclu-| world, and because of local circumstances
|sion 1 find in most of the European jour-|can be won with a minimum of cost to
| nals, that a German offensive in the West | herself. Such an operation was the at-
lis unlikely.

mans are actually in possession of infor-| trution of this strategy.
mation, naturally lacking in our own case. |

'

| either the British or the French armies are | ies are of the opinion that she eould do

| it at a price. She has the interior lines
of communication. An attack upon Salon-
iea would put the Allied transport gystem
to a very great strain; it would compel a
further shift of French and British troops
to the Near East, certain to be opposed
bitterly in both nations, and it would thus
weaken the Western front, which remains
the decisive front. The Germans could
also rely upon Bulgarian troops for the
main effort. For Bulgaria Saloniea is the

| garia began to have great aspirations.

A Macedonian Victory

Germany would supply the guns, the
generalship, a few chosen troops, perhaps
no more than those Below is leading in
Northern Italy. Certain Austrian units

might be added, now that Austria has|
immediate anxieties,

been saved {from
Such an attack would be directed against

a very strange Allied army, made up of

| Ttalians, Serbs, Greeks, Russians, British,

French and contingents drawn from Brit-!

ish and French colonies. These forces
hold a wide front, with comparatively few
gzood lines of communication behind them,
i and the people of the districts they oceupy
Iare in part hostile, as is a considerable
| element in all of Greece,

| Now, conceive what would be the effect
‘of a sudden and successful push early in

the spring which earried the Germans|

close to Salonica, if it did not immediately
win the tewn. At the outset of a new
campaign the Allies would suffer a moral
defeat. They would have promptly to de-
cide whether to send troops from the West
to the Near Fast at a moment when the
German blow in the West would still seem
to be hanging over their heads. For, what-
ever happens, the Germans are going to
have the men and the guns to attack in
| the West if they choose, without regard
to any Macedonian effort. In fact, if the
Allies should decide to send men and guns

It is by no means inconceiva- | tack upen Rumania a year ago, The re- from the West to Salonica, in addition to! The Central Powers have advanced in the
Thus, if, Germany has the |ble; it may come; it will come if the Ger- cent Italian affair is an equally good illus- the armies which will have to be main- mountains now to the point where they |

|tained in Northern Italy, the Germans

not yet be able to supply the troops nee-

ranted the launching of a real offensive |
which should aim at a decision. i

In a word, a German offensive against |
| Salonica which would have a real chanca |
{of soccess would, at the opening of the|
i fighting season of 1918, upset all the|

Allied plans and precipitate a real crisis; |
| the crisis incident to making the decision |
whether to continue to spend men and guns |
and transport, the most precious element |
lof all, upon a Macedonian sideshow. If
the decision was against such dissipation |
e might fall and the German domi- |
nation of the Balkans would be complete, |
| the Kaiser would reéstablish his brother-

essary to insure a decizsive advantaee in
numbers.

If this German peace bid fails, then the
advantage will pass for all the period of
the war to the enemiea of Germany, be-
cause our reserves of men arc wellnigh
unlimited, and by the spring of 1919,
thanks to a million Americe = troops, Ger-
many will be outmanned on the West-
ern front and we and our allies will be in
a position te launch and wmaintain an
offensive which will bring Germany to
terms.

Domestic Politics Another Matt=r

in-law and confront the world with the| The campaign of 1918, as I see it, prom-
accomplished fact. ises, then, to be one in which the Germans
Now, as to Asia. Just as an attack upon |will have the offensive, and thus the oppor-
Salonica would, in the main, be made by |tunity to strike where they chooze, 1 helieve
| Bulgar troops, an offensive against Bag-|they will strike, not in the West and imme-
dad and Jerusalem would be chiefly the | diately, but that, while continuing their
{work of Turkish troops, German led, re- | pressure upon Italy, they will open thelr
inforced by a few (German divisions and|operations with an offensive aralist the
munitioned and gunned by the Germans.  British in Mesopotamia, and possi\ly in
It would cost the Germans little in ];{e:Pa!estine. using Turkish troops, and vhen
and a failure would have no disastrous|spring comes direct another attack, this
effects at home. And the same is equally time upon Salonica, emploving mainly
| trua of the Salonica enterprise; if it suc- Bulgarian troops. As the Austrians will
iceeded, the British would have to face the supply most of the man power for the
i problem of making new sacrifices in the | Italian campaign, this will leave the Ger-
| West and withdrawing new divisions or of | mans with practically all their man power
|accepting the loss of DMesopotamia and|in hand for use on the Western front, if
igiving all their attention to the defence they choose; but I do not believe they will
{of Egypt. Egypt and India would, in a use it there unless the economic and in-
| sense, be imperilled, and both have a value dustrial situation within Germany is such
jin the British mind wholly unappreciated |that they cannot endure another ten
by any other nation save the German.  months of war, or the Allies make such a
| general dissipation of their forces, thus
weakening their Western front. that the
The last thing in the world I am trying Germans see a chance for a decision in
to do is to prophesy that the Germans will the West. If they do, they will take it.
make their great effort for 1918 in Mace—i In all this discussion I have l=ft out any
donia or in Asia, or in both regions. What! examination of the domestic political con-
I am trying to point out is that the weight ditions of Britain, France and Italy. 1f
| of evidence points in this direction. I ex-|the pcople of any one of these nations be-
!pect to see the Austro-German offensive in come war weary the Germans will profit.
| Northe‘rn Italy reach the Adige either be- On the other hand, a collapse of the Ger-
i fore winter shuts down or in the spring. man or Austrian publics would be similar-
ly advantageous to the Allies. ' But these
are not, immediately, military considera-
tions, and it is with the military consid-

Venice Likely to Fall

possess most of the necessary ground, and |

If Germany desires to take Salonica, I| might decide, rightly or wrongly, that the |the Italian position seems to me untena- | erations that I have endeavored to deal



